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To: ALL ACCREDITED AND SUSPENDED FEEDLOTS

CLARIFICATION OF THE METHOD USED FOR CALCULATING DA YS ON FEED (DOF)

PURPOSE

The purpose of this NFAS Advice is to inform Accredited Feedlots and Feedlots in Voluntary
Suspension of clarification of the method used to calculate Days on Feed (DOF) specifically in regards
to demonstrating compliance to the AUS-MEAT Minimum Standards for Grain Fed Beef:

BACKGROUND

At its meeting on 8 September 2009 FLIAC reviewed the method for calculating Days on Feed (DOF).
The Committee acknowledged that various methods of calculating Days on Feed have been accepted
in the past and determined that a uniform method should now be adopted to ensure consistency in

application between Accredited Feedlots.

The Committee agreed to amend the NFAS Rules and Standards to include a definition of Days on
Feed (DOF).

DAYS ON FEED

“DOF” means Days on Feed. Days on Feed must be ca Iculated as the difference between the
exit date and the entry date of the feedlot cattle.

For example:. If an animal arrives on 10 July and departs on 20 September, the days on feed should be
calculated as follows:

22 for July (i.e. 31-9 days) +

31 for August +

19 for September

Total (DOF) - 72 days.

The entry date is counted as a day on feed whilst the exit day is not.

APPLICATION:

All procedures for calculating DOF are to be implemented or amended in accordance with the
requirements from 1 December 2009.

ACTION REQUIRED:

1. Implement or amend management practices to compl  y with the standard method for
calculating Days on Feed (DOF).

2. Ensure records are maintained in accordance with the NFAS DOF requirements from 1
December 2009.
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Should you have questions relating to this Advice, please call Craig Firrell at AUS-MEAT on
1800 621 903.

Denis Brett
General Manager - Standards and Technical Services
AUS-MEAT Limited



