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5 February 2010 
To: ALL ACCREDITED AND SUSPENDED FEEDLOTS 

 
AMENDMENT TO THE NFAS RULES & STANDARDS – June 2002 

Access to European Union Grain Fed High Quality Beef (GF-HQB) Market  
 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this NFAS Advice is to inform Accredited Feedlots and Feedlots in Voluntary Suspension that the Feedlot 
Industry Accreditation Committee (FLIAC) has approved an amendment to the NFAS Rules & Standards – June 2002. 

The amendment clarifies requirements associated with the supply of livestock eligible for processing and supply into the 
European Community (EC) in accordance with the recently announced additional import quota for grain fed high quality 
beef - Regulation (EC) No. 620/2009. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 

The Commission of European Communities recently announced the application of an additional import tariff quota for the 
import of high quality beef. The Australian Government has been working with the beef industry to gain access to this 
additional tariff quota. 

The tariff quota prescribes that product must be sourced from beef eligible to be described as grain fed (GF) in accordance 
with the AUS-MEAT Standards. Additional age, dietary and days on feed (DOF) criteria apply over and above the AUS-
MEAT Minimum Standards for Grain Fed Beef and the general requirements of NFAS accreditation and the European 
Union Cattle Accreditation Scheme (EUCAS). 

Feeding of cattle may commence to facilitate commercial arrangements to enable the export of eligible product in 
accordance with quota requirements. Feedlots must be able to provide verifiable evidence (including suitable records) at the 
time of audit that the required management and feeding regimes were implemented prior to the commencement of feeding in 
order to demonstrate that Eligible Livestock have been fed in accordance with the Feeding Requirements on an eligible 
ration for the prescribed time. 

 
3. LIVESTOCK ELIGIBILITY 

Only EU eligible animals with no more than two (2) permanent incisor teeth and are either: 

 a)  castrated male bovines (castrate steers); or 
 b) female bovines that have not calved (heifers) 

are eligible for this quota. 

 
4. FEEDING REQUIREMENTS 

 
The feeding requirements for this quota are listed in the table below: 

  
Area Description 

DOF (Days on Feed) Fed on the diet for at least the last 100 days before slaughter 
Ration Formulation Minimum 62% of concentrates and/or grain (DM Basis) 
Ration Energy  Minimum 12.26 MJ/kg (DM Basis) 
Feed Consumption Minimum average 1.4% LWT per day (DM basis) 
Specific Market eligibility  
requirements 

These requirements are additional to the AUS-MEAT Minimum  Standards for 
Grain Fed Beef 

 
 
5. DOCUMENTATION 

Eligible livestock must be accompanied by the following documentation for each eligible consignment to be completed and 
signed by an approved Feedlot QA Officer recognised by AUS-MEAT. 

All such eligible livestock must be described on separate documentation to any ineligible livestock.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
(i) LPA European Union Vendor Declaration (EUVD) 

The EUVD must include the following details under: 

Section Requirements 
Description of Cattle ·  The sex of individual animals. Vendors must declare that the subjects of the EUVD 

are:  
a)  castrated male bovines (Castrate Steers); and/or 
b)  female bovines that have not calved (Heifers).   

Question 9 - Additional 
Comments 

·  Declaration - “Cattle have been fed in accordance with EU GF-HQB Feeding 
requirements”. 

·  Serial number of NFAS Delivery Docket e.g. Refer NFAS DD {Serial No}. 
(If necessary an additional signed sheet may be attached to the EUVD and cross 
referenced at Question 9 to provide this information.) 

 
(ii)  NFAS Delivery Docket 

The NFAS Delivery Docket must include the following details: 

Section Requirements 
Cattle Description ·  Record Actual Minimum Days fed on EU-HQB compliant ration 

Consignment Details ·  EUVD Serial Number cross referenced on NFAS Delivery Docket. 

Declaration ·  To be completed as applicable (minimum of the last 100 days fed on the EU-HQB 
compliant ration) 

 
6. OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
6.1 Application 

Eligible NFAS Accredited Feedlots (being those holdings which are separately accredited as a EUCAS Feedlot or otherwise 
form part of a EUCAS Accredited PIC, as appropriate) may apply to AUS-MEAT to register their interest in supplying 
product to this EU GF-HQB quota using the Application Form attached to this Advice Notice. 

The Application must include a copy of the feedlot’s documented NFAS quality management procedures designed to 
manage the EU GF-HQB production. Specifically, procedures under Section 18 of the NFAS Standards - Review of Product 
Requirements must address the following: 

·  Sourcing and Livestock Eligibility 
·  Animal ID and Traceability 
·  Livestock Records (selection, entry, individual and lot management, exit) 
·  Feeding Records (daily intake, (%LWT DM), ration type) 
·  Ration Formulation 
·  Ration Analysis (ME Content) from NATA accredited lab 
·  Consignment direct to slaughter 
·  Documentation 
·  Cross references to any EUCAS documentation as appropriate. 

 
6.2 Approval 

Following a successful desk review of the adopted management systems, a site audit of the Feedlot will be required to verify 
the effectiveness of the procedures. Standard NFAS audit fees will apply.  AUS-MEAT will provide written confirmation of 
approval to successful applicants.  

 
ACTION REQUIRED:  

For eligible NFAS Feedlots seeking to supply EU GF-HQB product 

1. Incorporate additional requirements into the approved Quality Management Manual. 
2. Submit procedures to AUS-MEAT for desk audit and participate in site audit. 
3. Pending approval complete required documentation and maintain required records for eligible livestock. 

 
For further information regarding this Advice please call Craig Firrell at AUS-MEAT on 1800 621 903. 
 

 
 
 
Denis Brett 
General Manager - Standards and Technical Operations 
AUS-MEAT Limited  
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AUS-MEAT LIMITED ABN: 44 082 528 881 

 
 

Application for Approval to Supply EU GF-HQB Eligib le Livestock 
 

Please complete this form and mail to:                                                                                       NFAS Administration 
AUS-MEAT Limited  

PO Box 3403  
TINGALPA DC  QLD  4173  

 
1.   FEEDLOT DETAILS:   

EUCAS Approval No:  NFAS Accreditation No:  

Feedlot Manager:    

Feedlot Name:  PIC No:  

Location Address:  

Location Town:  State:  Postcode  

Telephone:  Mobile:  

Facsimile:  Email:  
 

 
2. APPLICATION:    

I hereby make application to AUS-MEAT for approval as a feedlot to supply livestock eligible for 

processing and supply into the European Community (EC) in accordance with the recently 

announced additional import quota for grain fed high quality beef - Regulation (EC) No. 620/2009.  

It is understood that: 

i. the aforementioned feedlot must submit to AUS-MEAT for desk audit  its revised 

documented managements systems (NFAS QA Manual) to AUS-MEAT outlining the key 

management areas and systems which have been implemented to meet the requirements of 

EU GF-HQB as per the NFAS Advice (01/2010); 

ii. the revised documentation must accompany this Application Form; 

iii. pending a successful desk audit, a site audit is required to review the effectiveness of the 

management systems implemented to meet the requirements of EU GF-HQB as per the 

NFAS Advice (01/2010); 

iv. feedlot approval is subject to a successful site audit and payment of fees associated with this 

approval including:  

a) Application Fee   - a fee of $150.00 applies to this application which covers the cost of 
the desk audit; and  

b) Site Audit Fee  - the site audit will be charged in accordance with the standard daily   
AUS-MEAT fee rates. 

 

 

Signed:  Date:   

Position:                                                   See over �          
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3. APPLICATION FEE PAYMENT  

This document will become a Tax Invoice when paymen t is made 
 

1.  Cheque    (payable to AUS-MEAT Limited) 

 Cheque enclosed for $  

2.  Credit Card  (please tick)    

  �  Bankcard �  Mastercard �  Visa �  Amex 

 

 Please debit my credit card for $  

 
Name on Credit Card   

   
Credit Card No:     -     -     -      

 

Expiry Date:        /    

Signed:  Date:   

 

 
 
AUS-MEAT PRIVACY STATEMENT - NFAS: 
 
The information being collected may be personal information. It is collected by AUS-MEAT Limited for the purpose 
of processing your NFAS registration/renewal, answering your NFAS enquiry, keeping you informed of the services 
NFAS provides and assisting the NFAS improve its service. Any personal information that is collected by AUS-
MEAT Limited is for that purpose only. AUS-MEAT Limited respects the privacy of individuals. Generally AUS-
MEAT Limited does not release personal information. However, in response to a legal requirement, in an 
emergency or in exceptional circumstances the Chairman may at his discretion authorise the release of personal 
information. In all other circumstances the AUS-MEAT Limited privacy policy governs the collection, use and 
disclosure of personal information. 
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